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ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATION HOUSING 

769. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Regional 
Development: 

I refer to the royalties for regions funding arrangements and the provision of regional housing for the 
government sector and the lack of suitable housing for the non-government organisation sector in the Pilbara and 
Kimberley. 

(1) Is funding for housing for the NGO sector in these areas available from royalty for regions funds? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) If yes to (1), how is it administered? 

(4) Is the minister aware of the program by BHP Billiton to reclaim its peppercorn lease housing from the 
NGO sector in Port Hedland? 

(5) If yes to (4) and no to (1), will the minister amend the royalties for region funding protocols to allow for 
housing funding for the NGO sector? 

(6) How many houses in the Pilbara and Kimberley area have been provided by royalties for regions funds, 
and to which organisations and agencies by location? 

Hon WENDY DUNCAN replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) Yes. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) The Department of Regional Development and Lands administers the funding available through 
royalties for regions. Decisions on funding are made through the normal state government approval 
processes in line with the Financial Management Act 2006 and the Department of Treasury and Finance 
budget processes. Specific contestable funding is available through the regional grants scheme managed 
by the nine regional development commissions. 

(4) Yes. 

(5) Not applicable. 

(6) In the Kimberley a total of 48 houses are, or are in the process of, being provided to NGOs. This 
includes three houses vested with the Kimberley Group Training organisation in Kununurra, a 24-bed 
Aboriginal hostel being managed by the Wunan Foundation in Halls Creek, and one house to be leased 
by the Rural Clinical School of WA in Kununurra. The Bunuba Aboriginal Corporation in Fitzroy 
Crossing and the MG Corporation in Kununurra have been contracted to provide a total of 20 houses. In 
the Pilbara, construction has commenced for the development of 100 affordable residential units for 
non-resource industry workers under the Karratha service workers accommodation project. NGOs are 
eligible to apply for these units. Stage one and stage two land releases in South Hedland have 
components for affordable housing, including a similar service workers construct.  

The Ngarluma Aboriginal sustainable housing project in Roebourne is providing a 380-lot residential 
development. Stage 1 will involve the creation of 50 lots, which will be purchased by the Department of 
Housing for social housing and Government Regional Officers’ Housing. In addition, the Kanyirninpa 
Jukurrpa Martu project in Newman is providing three houses funded through the Pilbara revitalisation 
program phase 2. The royalties for regions–funded Government Regional Officers’ Housing program is 
providing 400 houses across the state. It currently has 107 allocated to the Kimberley, with 74 
completed and 33 in progress, and 108 for the Pilbara, with 34 completed and 74 in progress.  

 


